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body of Christ. This imperial heresy was but the hallucina-
tion of a dying man; his successors returned to 'the catholic
terror'. Yet in Egypt, as though to demonstrate the impos-
sibility of repression in a country permanently disaffected,
saints such as Eulogius and John the Almsgiver, who suc-
ceeded each other on the patriarchal throne of Alexandria,
proved themselves veritable heroes of Christian charity. The
fruits of their activity were disappointing: there were few
whole-hearted conversions to orthodoxy.
Then there follows the fifth act of the great dispute: it,
too, lasted for a century. Like Zeno and Justinian, Heraclius
dreams of reconciling the dissidents. Never since Chalcedon
had the prospects been more favourable for the re-establish-
ment of religious peace. It must surely need a truly diabolical
obstinacy in the Christians of the East to refuse to accept
this peace from the hands of a holy Emperor, now crowned
with victory, who after his overthrow of pagan Persia had
restored in triumph the True Cross to Jerusalem (630).
Heraclius was always henceforth in the eyes of Christians of
the East and the West alike the Christian hero above all
others, and his theological adviser, the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, Sergius, shared the Emperor's aureole, since it
was he who with the favour of the Mother of God had
defended the capital against Avars, Slavs, and Persians.
Consequently more readily, more frankly than Vigilius, the
Pope Honorius allowed himself to be won over to the paci6c
policy of the Emperor and the Patriarch of the East. It was
a marvellous success! It was a triumph for Heraclius and he
felt himself more truly victorious than on the day when he
announced to the peoples of the Empire the destruction of
Chosroes in 'the eternal fire'.
The peace for the souls of his subjects which Rome had
sanctioned the Emperor owed to his faithful Armenian
compatriots: for Heraclius was a son of this heroic nation.
Two-thirds of Armenia had been reconquered from Persia by
Maurice, it had been lost again in part under Phocas, it had
been regained and delivered from the Iranian yoke by him-
self or rather by the prowess of its own warriors fighting in
the service of Byzantium. Now Armenia, which for fifty
years had been indifferent to the controversy on the Two